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by Jh. Suarcts, Lorael.

There were not many hird otrikes at con—-urion sirport, but from tice to time
there was an incident, urually when a tird was oucked inte a Jet engine during
landin: or tske-off. Of four croes wron renains ol birds were feound, three were
of partridges which proves that not only the culls {Larus ridivurdus), which are
here in winter only, are a potential danger but nainly tie partridges which are
present throughout tne year, ant of cource alvo some other specles of tirds

Unfortunately, the airnort mana-ment ayreeu to ennloy only one of our veonle
to operate thc measures a;jainct bira otrike, and Jor a limited period af
3.4 monthr orly, as they believed tont only Lhe sulls are dang rous, whereas 1

insisted time and again that it i necessary i employ ¢ marn all the year round.

Therefore I canmot present to-day ony now proposals or ideas for the
prevention of bird strike, as our work was corlined to the day-to-day operavion
of the usual preventive measures nuch as Jns-cannons, fintress calls, nodels etc.
ané was mainly ctased on cxveriences abrnad with little opportunity to develap
new methods suitable to oar local conditinngs

At the same time trials with the oird regellent Mieta” were continued, not
only with "Reta" zione but :lso combincu with the other above mentioned measures
80 as to employ every possible means 3o avold accldents altogebher or at least
to reduce the risk of damase. Un‘oriunately, so far the ~esults sre not conclusive,
and we cannot yet say definitely that iU Lo worthwhile Zo use thig repellent.
3ased on our limited experience [ have come t the conclusion that there zre
species of birds which - uader certain conciiicns - are fore affected than
others, but in many cases the ellectiveness voponds vory much upon the
availability of a suitable and converient altornazive for wne birds witn regard
to food, roosting otc.

As the sprayir; with "deta" was nartly cone withoat the mpervicior and control
by a biologist and a ¢reat part ol the treat ent war anly stuzied .y Lhe suppliers,
I have some doubts as to the relianility ol ine resalla. Jith all due regpect for
their know-how, we have 0 reua inat thoir commcroial interests are involved.
+y policy in this reapect was to encouraie their work in every way bul to keep
an open mind and <raw oay owvn corcluslons. As a matter of fact, I know only of
one cage of reliable an g1 nilicant successi-  On the 12th Pevruary 1276
after several trentrents and ssrayings with "leta" on the municinal garbace ¢ump

£ Yahoud whic, is rear one of t.e sain rurways of the airport {26- Y we employed
all the Jilforent uother _Pnt ethods #t onr dizmwsal snd succeeded within an hour
to pet rid ol abanut 200 palls (Larac rid Hounelug) which had settled on the garbage
duap. I am cure woct vhe sirong cifect wis wue to tlhe combirnation of all
measures, 'ideta’, gas-carnons, cistress -1 shoi— uns. [here is no doubt,
however, that the proximity of the bure, ip of Trya at a distance of
about three kilometres rrom the 2irpert iced » oonvenient altermative, and
the mulls which were c¢riven ~way vrorably jolnes the thousands of gulls there.

‘ic have to ask ournelves:-
{1} Would we hove achicved the sone effect withoa' Lnls alliernative?
(2) Would we nave achieved the same elfect with "leta" alone?

Mhese ruestions will nave to be chected aronerly.

o I pointed ocut, so rar our possibilities in this res nect wore limited,
P ' I 3
sut I hope that we chall be able o do oo ir the near future.
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The experience in many countries has shown that the cheapest ~nd easiest way
to reduce the possible dangers of bird strike is to renove the sources of food
Zor the birds from the vicinity of the alrport, Unfertunately, the pecple who
fix the budgets are mot easily convinced gnd, therefore, plans are either not
executed at all or postponed, at great expense in torms of risk ong darase and
also in cost of the measures necessary fto avoid there dangers.

Thanks fo a budget for research on this subject which we have now obtained
for the first time, we shall try - within the frapework of the Lature Reserves
Authority - to solve our special problems, in additicn %o our regular vork at
the 2irport. Ore of the subjects will be to study “he effectiveness and
reliability of the bi» repellent "Reta” on different species of birds and,
of course, at different seasons under the special conditions of the aren.

In addition we shall lock into the possizility to ind or io develop sultable
sources of food which will attract the birds and draw them away from the area of
the airpert, thus contributing to the success of -ur opcrations,

I hope that at the next meeting I shall be able io erezent a surmary of our
work with defirite conclusions which will help us to achieve our most inportant aim:-

To avoid accidents and damage.

dhalom Suaretg

Chicf Crnithologist,
rature “eserves Authority.



