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ThE Indlan ALr Folcc bas t.coldcd rno!. tbao 8m blrd
sir lk. lncl.dents dullng thr F,ast l l  ycals' a f.w of *hlch (25+)
rcaultLng 19 .total destructlon of r lrcraft and othels causlng
$inor to rnsjor daDaqc. S onE of thesq lncldents hava also !G-
sultcd ln loss of l i f .  and bodlly lnjurics. Thc civi l  .vlat lon
too has suffcrcd h.avy losses, but dct. lhd Lnfolostlon l ,s not
tcadlly avall .blc fo! p.r lods pElor to t979. Tbc stat. lncnts
n|ada belovr a!. bas.d on th. blrd str lk. data badr avsl labL. by
th. Clvt l  Avlatlgn Depaltm.r* 8nd tb. A1t Forcc.

BIND STRIKES IN IIOIA

. Alt l tudloal distrtbut l  on of bird str lk€s

Soecles lst lo tn blrd st!1k.3

The data suoaest tbat mor. tban 5cfi of thc Incldcnts occur
ln Indla fron qr6ind lrvel ta about 5@ feet . l.vatlon, and onlv
about 25U abovi IOOO f.et. (Tablc - I). That oost of the strlkcs
w.!G recoldtd wLthln Looo f.rt lndlcatcs gr.ate! blrd .ctivity
wtthin thls alt ltudc. It 15 also .vldent that the ml}ltary
avlatlon 6\rffets . nunb.r of strlk.s between 5OI and IOOO feet
vihcle5s strl les wlthln thesc aLtltudes a!. nuch less for cLvll
avlation, obvLously slncc clvll altcraft do noi usually pelfottl
Low fl,ying.

The f lourlsi vultut..  (usu.l ly thtt.b6ckcd qYPt hgqgel.osts)
hav. b.en r.cognlstd to bG th. Dajor caus. of bltd st.r l les
lasult lnq tn 46F of tha ca5e3 it tdcptndtntlY for the clvl l
.s wcll  as Dll l tary . lrc!.f t  (Tabl. 2). The next pro.l lnent
blld speclcs lrwelvcd L6 th. parlrh kltc (l4tlvus nigfaDg owtnda)
a s!! l .ous mcnacc at rany actodtones. All  othe! b1!d3 of ptcy
lncludlnq thosc rar k.d as 'bawks' and '"aglcs' anount to .bout
I55. othcr blrds r.qula!l),  f lgutlng ln bl ld 6tt lkc tcports
lncLude plgcons, closs lnd orl9.

Valadity of thes. f ' touncs ! Thc f lgures glvan abov. can only
b. tak.n as sn tndlcatlon of th. m.Jor typ.s of bltd3 lnvolv.d
and thelr proportl,on. It L9 bcclssc fo! "vaty lnclderft $hcrc
the blrd sp.cl.s hss bcen rccordcd thctc alq s.v.tal that arc
not. Fo! exanplcr of th. 155 bltd st l l l ( .  cases rcpolt.d by thc
CIVII Avlatlon for tb. ycar 1979, only 62 Dentloo the bi ld
Eplcles cncountarcd. Thc pEoblan Lsr tha oorr comonly lcn6'vrn ard
obvlous blrds arq !€cotded wb.leas the l.ss obvlous and dlff lcult-
to-lecognls. bLrds gct lcft out '  result lng ln gonlwbat lop-sld.d
stati ,st. lcs.
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. .Although blrd st!1k. lncldents arc r.cotd.d try clvt lavratlon fatrly rcgularlyr.r.cordrrrg ;i e;i;-i;-aii.' i i ' it,cplesc!_lbad fol ' ]at of thc ICAO only tro' |  t tc reccnt y€ars. Nqvth. BMIS bas prepar.d a national 61ra ;tiii.-iipiiti"i ' i;r"(sec spect&cn copy) tncorporatlns alr rCAo -"liii i i l l '".i- ir " oaddlng at the .nd c.!taln .dditlonal categorlee -ciierfis-ti 
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