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1 .  UqLTURES.

Lrhitsbacked Vultulss usa.
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a f t € l n o o n  t h e  b i l d s  u s u € l l y  P t e ! ,  6 t  g r € € t E  h o l g h t s  6 t  i a s t e r
s P e e d s  s n d  t a k i n g  r n o r B  d l r E c t  c o u r € € .

v u l t u r € s  f l y  l n  e i n l l a r  f s s h l o n  o u t s t d B  t h €  s l r ? 1 e l d 6
a s  u E l l .  - A t . c e r t a I n  g p o t s  L n  t h 6  b u l f E r  z o n €  u h € r €  r € q u l e !
rJod auppl.y la Eval lsblo, vuLturee t ly ln larqe concenfra-
E l o n s . o r  m o ! e  t h s n  4 0 0  l n d i v l d u a l s ,  l n  s  g t g s n t i c  a p t r s l .e x E a r , d r n g  t r o n  a  h s i g h t  o f  a b o u t  1 5 0  t o  4 5 0  f e e t  o r . m o r e  a b o v sL h o  g r o u n d  t a v € . t ,  a i t h € r  p r a p s r i n g  t o  t s n d  o !  o E L t i n a  t s s d v
to movE auay after a nBaJ..  This gcene i .s repeaied el iost J irery
d E y  b e t u B e n  0 9 0 0  . n d  1 0 3 0  h r e .  a n d  i t  1 .  n o t  d i t f l c u l t  t o
i m a g i n e . t h e  h i g h  p r o b s b i l t t y  o f  b l r d  s t r i k e  t o  a n  € t r c r E f t
n e k l n 9 - l t s  u a y  t h l o t l g h  € u c h  s  I s r g €  s n d  p o r n i d e b l e  b a ! r l e ! .
r r r c r a f t  ? I y i n 9  s t  I o !  € l € v s t i o n a  o v e i  o r  n e s r  s i i f i e l d s  € r E
ususlLy st  cr i t ical  phss€s ot thair  f l ight uhen i t  ls Oif f i "uf t
to ,naka Srupt svoidence nanourvras.

T h €  J , a r g €  s l z o  ( c . 5  k g . )  n u m e r i c  € b u n d € n c s .  l l o c k t n o
b € h a v i o u ! ,  s L o u  D o v e m € n t ,  s n d  t h 6  h B b i t  o p  s t e : , a n g  u p  i n _ t h e
sky j .n En er6a fo! |nlnutes at a t l rne, msk€ th€ uhlt€backed
vuJ.tur€s the most hszaldouB to aircrEft  at  thE study aress
especial ly at  c l l . rnb, Bppiosch 6nd Iou f l ights,  f rom- sbout
0 9 3 0  t o  1 6 0 0  h ! s .

2 .  P A F 1 A H  K I T E  :

.  .  
p a r i a h  k i t a s ,  B e s l . I y  i d e n t i f i € b l e  b y  t h s i r  p o D k e d  t a i l ,

stal t  appearing ove! th6 eir f ls lds at euir ise and cont in!€r
to fJ.y singly or in rmslt  nunb€ls of upto .10 o! mors unt l l
about 1?30 hoyrs. Th61! aeaist  ncjvg|tEnts usrs el ther in
Foraqs f l ights Lrhen lh6y f tel ,  Lod, b€turE.n 30 snd 1S0 f€et.
ot  in sosr ing f l iEhts on thsrn€l,s uhen f locks oftBn sptraiJ.ed
uplo about 300 fast or moie snd dr l f tsd suay.

Eesidss th6 ai l f l ied€ th€ ki t6s sIgo f Ie! ,  scstt616d ov€r
s u l r o u n d i n g  t o u n s  t h D o u g h o u t  t h e  d s y  l n  s m E l I  h u n b € t s  t h o u g h
r r o c k a  o f  o v e i  1 0 0  L r e r e  n o t  u n c o m m o n  a t  l e r g s  f e e d l n g  s l t € t .

,  - ,  T h o u g h  m u c h - s D s l . l . e r  ( c .  6 s o  g r n . )  t h s n  v u l t u r e s ,  p a r l s h
K r E e E  a t e  m o r e  u i d e l y  d i s t r l b u L e d ,  € n d  r E n s i n  a l r b o i n e  o v e r
En €rea Bv6n Ionger thsn vul . tur€s, th6!Eby Bnhsnclng th6
chancEs of encount,et ing €ircrett .  Besids; f lytng af,  di f fstsnE
nergnEa ! l lh).n and olr !s lda thB elr?ieIcts,  par ieh kl tee elso
sl ight on runusys and thus become € pot€;t is l  t razarA et al . I
p h a e e s  o f  f I i g h t  s x c s p t  s t  h i g h s r  E l t i t u d s s .  I n t s r n E t i o n s J .
€rrports of Bonbey snd Oelhl  too are experienclng parj .ah
x r E a  p r o D l e n  o n  r u n l r E r y s  € n d  o v € r  t h e  s L r f i o l d s .

I I .  Fsctqxs csuslno vul tuls €nd kl tB conc€ntrat lons oeEr th6
agtooromes:

Uhlt€backed vultut€ Is s carrLon f6edsr.  fE€dino on
aoft  nast snd offal  f ron I€rgs snlnel carcaeiee. ps;tEh kl t€
la a raguler €tcavenge! ln lndisn touns f66dlng upon a vsl lBty



o f . € n l m a l  n a t t € r  l n c I u d 1 n g  k i t c n s n  s c r a p s ,  d € e d  r € t 6 .  E n l n s lorral.,. snd poultry aressing vara f . i t,_oiri is]-;":r;;: ;,J:;*rood lt a.Lao tek€s young roaints enO Ui"O., "nO-f.rIIIJ]--

of, 
*r -ll:-:l l l:ei cal regurrenents, ?ood supply ls rho

::j.J,i:i_::.:::11'p gn" il;i;;-.t.1,.i;ii."ii"iLii"!i
lll"l'.n _"::_n:t:.-!!:1.-::-.iJiiiiiri"'lli; #";J;.i;.:;
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*::n,",f:l,l::t::.,.r ii,","-"p"Iil::, i;"";:j;;' i:":.:.ii:3:fot kites end vr..r l turas are:

1 .  P l im i t l vs

2 .  B o n e  a n d

3 .  G a r b a q a

f l  o r s  d e t a i f s

s L e u g h t s !  h o u s e s .

hide co. l . lectIng centr€s €nd pr ini t lve tennet les.
dlnps.

als gl ,ven b€Io[r .

- - -  _  S l i u g h t e r  h o u a E s  a l e  p r i m i t i v e  I n  ! h €  s € n s €  t h a t  t h € s s

;li.iil* : "ii:;ii:irri::Iiiiif i*';i',ii::'iii:l'.;.*i*iii*""uasE€s  a ra  e i t he r  t h roun  tus t  u l t h ln  the  p ra r l se i - i i . . i . n i op .n ,o r ^ t r€napor ted  to  open  ga ibege  dumps .  I n  r t t r re r - ce " " - i i oa - ,assu reo  ro t  6  t€ ro r  nunbEr  o ln  vu l tu r€s  and  k l t es .l ne  o f  t h€ss  a t t ! sc t s  a t  b i ; d !sd<ea vur t ures b ;;;;;"';";;;fi ";',3r'i1.33 i:: ;:ri:;.-ii:: :-
_"  .  I l "  in t€ rn€ t ion€J .  € i rpor t  o f  Os lh l_  too  hes  th€  d t ledvsnteg€
::_i::1"9 ln_its envlrons e lels€ prtolttv" , i;r;;;";-ff;; '
?.: i:y.tng offat €nough ro elrrect mors thEn 3OOO-rt i i ;. l i i ;ov t ' rEuresr  R€a l is lng  rhE orsv t ry  o t  the  a i tua t i i i  ; ; ; - ; ; ; ; ; ; . r .
:: ,""" pl"l l lr. l9 to replele ths. sxrssrng srsughter hou!o, utth sn-odErn  ab€t rd t r  In_rh6  nesr  ru rure .  B6n[ay- i r r . iav ' i i i ' . i - .€ x c e l l € n t  n o d e t n  s l E u g h t € r  h o u s s .

1 .  P ! i m l t i v E  s L a u o h t e r  h o u s e s :

[:. i"*:: i.:-:I lr 
Eb ack sd vulrur€! erE Bn tnr€glet p6rt
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3. !g!.s9s--c!8P33

Rsconmended rE[Bdlssi

Gsrbsgd 1s dur0p6d op€nly at eeverel rnal.I '  oFsn dur,nplng
sltes. Parlah kibea srE p6rt lculsrly €ttrected to thess pl€ceo
Bgpsc l6 l l y  f o t  a  sho l t  ps r l od  e l t e r  evesy  f resh -dunp lng .  l n
fsct thB ;slo! sourc€ of ?ood lupply for klts! Lr ths city
gstbsgs, pstt lculsrly tho eninal ngttEt ln l t .

ln eddl,t lon to th€ss lood rorjrc€o, klt€s olten plck up
insectg and oth€! sns.l l  invartebrstes found on lunusy! In th€
sirf i€l.d s{p€clsl ly sft6r rsin.

l .  Each ci ty should have s centr€Lieed nod€sn 6Istqhte.
hou9E, snd aLI pr iol t lve sleughtet hous6t|  bsnned.

2. Tanneries and bons/hids colf€cting centles lunctloning
6s cottage industl les, using shit€bsck€d vult! !es fot
cleanlng up bonss and hid6 could ule csptivs Eultu!€o instosd
of thB ire€ Llvlng populatlonB uhich posB lhrest to eit
sa fB ty .  vu l t u r6 !  couLd  bs  ksp t  1n  l s rgs  ue l l  ven t l l s t€d
ev ie t i ee ,  u l t h j , n  uh i ch  cs rcassao  cod ,d  bs  conven t lBn t l y
6klnn€d. A prsctlcsl €xpGtiment is &out to begln st s csrcass
p rocess ing  un i t  nes r  Bonbsy .

3. An sfPici€nt garbsE€ dleposs-I syotst| l  r .r i l l  considBlsb]y
ieduce  p ro l l f s l a t i on  o f  p€ r l sh  k l t os .

ACKNOI,JLEOGEI]EIITS

Thls r ludy fotms s psrt ol th€ current ecological
i nvEs t i qs t i ons  o f  b i l d  haza rds  e t  l nd iEn  se rod rom€s  b€ ing
und€rtek6n by !hB Bor$sy Nsturs.l '  Hi6tory soclsty uith
o r ,  sE l i rn  AL l  s€  p r i nc ipa l  I nvss t i ga to ! .  l l 66s€ rs  5 .11 .
Sa theessn  snd  Gou tdn  l l s !€ysn  ss  RsEearch  S lo log l s l s ,  snd
myss l f  ss  Exacu t i ve  Inv€s t i ga to t .  ThB  resee rch  p ro j€c t
l i  f uhdBd  by  ths  Ae ronau t i cs  R  &  O  Board r  GoverdnEn t  o f  l nd l
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