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REACTTONS OT' MIGRATING BIRNS TO IJGII1S AND AIRCBAI'I

RoNAIJD P I'|RKIN, JOSn R IORRE-BI'ENO
DOIIAID R CRIFFIN AND CIIARI,ES WAICOAI
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AaS!�RACT Xidair collisions betneen birds
and aircraft posc a hazard for both. Whilc
obeerving niSrating birds uith a tracking
radar, l,.e find that birds often reactr by
taLing evasive naneuver6, at distsnces of
2OO-fOOo to both 6earchliSht bean6 and the
approach of a 6mal.l airplane \rith it6
lsndiaS tights on. Appiopriately artanged
1i8ht6 on aircraft 6bould decreaBe the hazatal
of colLi6ion6 r i th bi !d6.

N.ts.  Ihis Paper is pr inted in the united State6l-  "proceedincs of ' Ihe Nat ioral  Acadedy of Sciences"
vol. ?2, No. 6, pp. 1994-1996, June 1975, and i6
not repfoduced here.
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