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The distribution of the Black-haaded gull{Larus ridibundus L.} in Belgium.
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by M. LOUETTE

4 hmong species responsible for bird=strike in Belgium(BAF-data) the

btlack-headed sull{Larus ridibundus L,) occupies the second place, im=-

mediately after the domestic pigeon, Moreover, many dead black=headed
sulls are found near the runways (e.gs at Zaventem-Brussels National
airport), This is rnot surprising because ithe specles is present in large
numbers all over the year. It repressnts more than 3C % of all the Laridae
occuring in the inland of Belgiume These gulls are very gregarious and
their increasing adaptation to the man-made environment seems to be the
reason of a spectacular increase in number during the last decades. It
is well-inown that yulls are flying slowly and are not afraid of alrcraft.

2, This investigation outlines ihe hazardous kind of this species by descri-
bing their distribution and behavicur,
Although many notes on gull-presence existed in litterature, (a list of
consulted papers together with the detailed results will be included into
the proceedinygs) the description of movements and the preparation of maps
became much more easy because permansni observations were made by 30 sta=-
tions (metec and telecommunicafion)diutrtbuteq 211 over the country, Those
observations are made exclusively for birdestrike problems; their organi-
zation was discussed in "Progress Report from Belglium" at the 6th Meeting
of BeSeCeEe The black-headed gull was the most observed species (26 % of
total number -feb, to augs 1971)s Of course, this figure does not give the
proportion of gulls in the Belgian avifauna, but gives a good ides of their
VBErancyoe

3a In the breeding period (april - june) = see map 1 -~ actually some 40,000
pairs are present, including the largest colony in Lurope with over 20,000
pairs and some colonies just over the Dutch border., But the colonies are
distributed only within a 10 s-portion of the country (the outhermost
Northern part). The foraging~area occupies some 140 72 more of the territory.
Feeding-flights occur everywhere in this sector, the density however is
increasing near importakt colonies; often the birds fly rather high but
only in little flocksa.

b From june onwards - see map & - the young birds leave their colony moving
principally in a N, to We-direction (to the coast of the Nerth-Sea) and in
small numbers also to the Rhine basin, The adult birds migrate later on
moving towards the North Sea and afterwards mainly to the wintering placés
at the French and Spanish Atlantic coaste They will gradually be replaced
by lorthern populations {(Baltic area; as to reach a winter number{november)

_ of + 150,000 birdse.
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20 in Auzumn a true wmizration of hlacueheaded gulls can be observed, but
almost exclusively i1n the coastal & Lhe Lower-Schaldy area,

¢ & gradual shifi in behaviour of the winter pepulatien ocecurs until janu-
arye The birds are st filret mainly feeding in small to medium-sized groups
on wei grassland and zarbege dumus (in the Northern third of the country);
in mid-wirter ~ see¢ wap 5 - they tend to become more gregarious and appear
mainly in large towns, Tollowing cznals ard river—systems as guiding=~lines,

lumbers are maxims]l now znd a stereotype diurnal flight-pattern is adopted.

tach larye-town population has its own roosting places (lakes) at about

30 kms, {sometimes up to 79 kmsa

istance,

e
(o

They move often in larze [locks, Regular roules are used in one direction
before noo., mad in the other arcund daris In some cases, however, it is
suspected tnat the morning and evening routes are not the szame, or at least
that the pattern of flights {mean uumber of flocks}iffere, This type of
movement is only changed ib pericds of heavy frost, when the gulls leave
their roosts gt the lskes.

It is thought ithat, although the gullsds noi jollow exclusively "water'-
routes, highways and especlially alrpori-tarmacs cen be favoured, especi=-
ally in wet conditicns sud way serve 5 an “iultation®™ of lakes or rivers,

d From march onwards « gee map 4 ~ the inverse migration is occuring, brin-
sing hack the summer population to the breeding grounds; the Spring arri-
vals tend to pass gulicker than those in Aubumn, Prior ito the occupation
of the colony & dispsrsionwphase is detected in which birds seem to search
Tor new breeding places. Omuses may be : overpopuletion of existing colo~
nies or disappearance of old trseding places.

In this period the black~neaded gull is observed more numerously in the
Central and Southern resions ¢f Belgium thar ins any other season, and
these flights involve morsovera , far greater risk for airecraft (relative
to numbers) because of the higher altiftudes which are used.

After occupatlicn of the breeding grounds by the adulis,; only the second
Year blrdse are wandering sround in the cnastal and lower-Belgium area.

4, Obviously, a gresl advantage of our observeticn networl is to point out
the presence of zuils st sirports {of course the meteo~posts of all major
airports are included}, Some airporis, however situated in a "sespected"
area, pooved not to contain large guantities of gulls, because of a loca-
tion just beside the famous winter "routes™; some others did, as was the
cage for the coastel sirports and twe mejor inland ones : Deurne ("Antwerp-

population™) and especially Zavéntem {"Brusselg=population™) - see map S.
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Tntroduction to the communication : "The distribution of the Black-headed gull in Belgiumit

- After consideration of the list of collided species,

divided into a slight
strike problem by the

by M, Louette,

it was stated that the country could be

number of ornithological zones; so Belgium decided to tackle the bird/

following investigations
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