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Summary

Followirg a shod intrcduct on lhe paper contains biel dela'ls ot tf'e Bird Slr'ke -
p,.'ention"ptan anO statrslics show,ng 15€ increase on fie number o'p:rot b''dst'\e

repods during '85/95 Penoo
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The Bird Strike prevention program

1. |NTAODI CT|ON

The Spanish Air Force Accident prcvenlion ptan was comptetety re-structured
in lhe early ninelies as a resutt of a sedes ot mayof accidents. During the relhinking
process much allention was paid lo lhe risks imposed by lhe environment, and amona
lhem the birdsvikehazard and consecuenflya specilic Bird Slrlke prevention ptanwaa
designed in 1993.

2. THE BIBD STRIKE PREVENTION PLAN

The lirct step of lhe Bid Strike prevention ptan iBspp) was to asses and
analyse the risk ol bkdstrikes on a r bases and aklietds as a resutt ot which five 15)
arroases were provided with Bird conlrol unils, based mainly on Jatconery techntqu;a
but lsing also dilterent support methods, as descrived in the Spanish Air'Force o;oer
p esenred in lhe 22lh BScE rviena).

, , , The secoro pitar o. rre BSpp was lo provtde beller inlormalion lo prtols o,l lhe
bird r .sks at low tevet navgct,o^ i1 order to aviod lhe over ighr; t  hiqh biro
concenlration areas and other ecotogically sensibte areas.

. The niormanon orovdeo to p.ots is oased on qeographica maps f GtS,)
snowrng brd concentrdt io^ a.eJ5 and.ra r  biro mig.al ion .oLtes. The ctS is s ,pponed
by lhe Environmerra Authorir .es 1or dnectty,etr ted, bJr in ctose Lo^tacr w, ih lne
Spanish MoD, No rea ime.l ,ormal ion ot migralron moveme' l tc 15 ava abte yet bJt
much work is done lo achieve some kind ot near reat time inlormalion by obaervers
ol omilhologcal soL,et ies and environmertat agencie

, , One ol lhe-nai1 prootems ot the SAf regading oirds rc lhe increasrng nLtnoe,
ol vrillJres (Gyps FJlvus) al over the berian peni,rsu a, and mai'rty in rhe sub:-pirilean
regron whe/e lhe €n lorce ma:n fire rdnge rs tocrled. U^ti[ a befler so Ltion is t:nded,
seasonar re.scheduli,]g lor o. fire-range ope,alions ,s ,nposed to avoid lhe r,sk ot bird
strike, which is extremelv hioh ar noon

. fdLcating ard motivdting piiots is anot']er ot rhe main pitars ot he prevent:on
plan. The. education/molivanon program is ach.eved by cor;erences anO b.ietings
dur.ng salely semina.s and .nspectrons/eva.Jations, and arlictes about bird slriie
.ncidents/accidenles and avo;ddnce lecfniqJes pub shed 01 lhe S.A.F, Flight Safety
Magaz:ne, calred'Aoletn de Seguridad de Vreto".  Ttose anictes are s;gneo Oy
brologisl, BCU proJesLonats and o lots.
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To mainlain the momentum gained by this agresive campaing a supptementary
etfort is planned on the education of lhe Ftight Satety O{ticers who run lhe Accidenr
Prevenlion Plan on a daily basis.

4. CONCLUSTONS

Getting mo.e, and beller documented, birdsldke rcports out of the pitots and
ground perconnel will alow the Spainsh Air Force lo belter asses the bird slrike isk
and lhus locus lhe resources on ihe realproblems and lind more realislic and elfective
solulions on how lo share lhe airspace with our fethered lriends.

Madid.  may 1996
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