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INTRODLCTION

Bird hazerd etudion wera earrind out by the BNHS, with tho authar as tha main Fiald
sciertist, al Triviandrum Arpor in 13 weeks batwesn 1883 and 1988 snd Bangalars
Alrpart in 14 weeks belween 1983 and 1085, Later fhe author, as an independent expat
consutard, earmed aut fresh asyessment of bird menace at Ietvandrum in Cecambesr 1994
and &t Bangalara in April 1885, The following is 8 briof account of thasa fisld studies,

MATERIAL AND METHOIRS

Data was eollectad threugh direct obsenvations during Survay of airpeds upto 25 km
radivs uf seredrome reforance paint wsing four-wihesdvr, Discuseions wers carriad st with
edficials of Alrpart arkd City Cle faharitiea aa wall as local people on Bird aetvo arons.

HESULTS
Ihe ressults of thesw field studies are given belew

A. Status of Implementation of the BNHS recammendalions {Grubh, Sathessan, oo &
Liatya 1888, Grubh & Sathveesan 1988 In these alfporta

d. Measures within the alrport

1. Levalling ef airpart groursds was carrled out in both aifpans fo a large extent,
2.Controling of vegetaties was done by periodical mewing of shoulder grass. Planting of
"Dhub grase" Cvnodon dackydan was not carmed o,

3 Drainage systern was [mpraved to seme sdent. A& Semayw Irasiment plant within
Bangakire airporl is closed down,

4. Bird-praating of buildings and hangars wos net carvied st

5. Nothing appears ta be done 1o imponve garbago disposal sysben.

b. Maasuras autslde the airport

1, Grbage dispesal systarn is still insfficlent, But E5ng down af eees municipal garbage
durnip wech sltuated very eloae fa Trivandrum and Bungalors ainpons reducad kita kit
incichants,

2. The K & C Valley Sewage Treatment Plant clasa ta argalors Alrporl ws modemleed
& it P langer atracts problen birds,

3. Meat, fish and Poultry mackets and thw wasts dumps near tham are nat bircdproafed.
Thw piggeries In Konan Agrahara in Bangalore, rssar Hosur Foad, ore noither cleaas,
translocated 1o a distant piace nor bird-proofed.

4 A prirnitive Carcasy proceseing ooning,’ afuaked &t Viswarseclam, about 20 km waesg of
Bangalora aifpart has been completaly bird-proafed. Whitabacked vulbures fwl o 4.5 kg
hevae stoppod visiting this site for food and aircraft fying cvor Barngalare s naw seafe from
theza birds,

= A maodemn slaughler howse and & modern careass uilization cenlre ure not sat up,
Existing priritiva slaughter houses are no Tully bird-praofad,

6. Fighing villages rear Trivandrum airport have figh drying in tra epen and open fish, and
meal stalle all eround. Tiegal ataughtering and opwen sale of meat is ramparnd in Bisdh cities,

B. New findings

& Current Status of bird menace
An arsilyels of bird bt ineidants of the pest 18 yeare ginp 1080 revaaled et e bird
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mEnNRD WES vary serous batwoon 1985 arvl 1591 &1 ooth 1he sirpeels [Tabla 1.}

TABLE 1- Mugnber of hird ril incidanks yeconrdad tar Trwandrum and Bargalcsn alrperis
fremm 480N o 155085,

ymar G80 &1 'O ©s 'Bs ‘A8 B4 07 'BH W0 B0 31 ‘G we 'ed 95
o T8 B8 B8 & 0 % 16.13.16 B 2 § 0 .0 3 e
o dnim 1ill Doc
Brd Bagad & =2 3 4 8§ 1@9 B B B D obis S g
hils  lora 1ill 1085

Afar 1831 Bird hit Ireidents hewe dropped considerakty &t e girpoeis, Tha curront
tanzency of Inereasing bird hits warraried & fresh msacssment of bird mMANACD, Parial) Hie,
Mitvug migris govinea (wi ¢, 680 g confinued 1o b the major prablem bird &t Lath the
glrporis. Blua Anck Pigean Cufenba livia [wt. 0, 300y) which waa nat @ prablem aarlier,
has manieated tself 8 e problem bird of Trivandrum airpeet and has hit aircratt racanly,
Lapwinga, Branminy kite, crows Bnd other birds are lraa hazardous Lo aircratt now,

b, Attractiana pravalling for birda In and ground these alrports

1 & tee wimitor-loggesd areas within Trivardrurn alrpart continus to wilract kitea and other
kirds far drinking and Bating. Froblem Lirds emtain faod fraim opan aawngd cansls
alogged wilh wasta faed from canleens in Bangalore mirpart.

% Thie bulldinga and hangars at Trvandrum irporl e safa raosting placws for pigaons
which fesd an graing st godowns el Food corporalion of India ologs by, LIty atructuree
such Be wialls, fencws and WrelEers provide good pRrENing places for kites and giner
Pircda,

4. Mirport ereas continued 10 DE a sufe rasling place for bireds which oat armple faod sasily
from reighbourbacd, (Satnessan 1087 5 athongan, fr press)

4, Garbage dispoeal system insida arpar and in the city 13 inageguate and prablom birds
fmadd IEraurely st garbage dumping enes and fish, maot ond poullry marketa which are not
Bird-proalud,

£, The peimitive muricipal slaugiler beians I thesw cilies sttract Birds. Qpen piggenias
gl plg mest Balos N Banyelore City attract largy b o4 Kites,

A Abcwa all, iogal eteaghtering of animale ard sale rt fah ond meat in open s e the
man cause for proliferation of Birds.

C. Frash recommendationa 1o gombat bird hazards

a, Maasuras inglde alrport

1. Levelling of rernaining uevdulating tarrain of te Infeld areas should Be deng to prevent
water-logging.

2 Drainage canala shoukd be irnproned Bl covergd using wirg-mesh fram thetap ta
derry weater ard animal fucd 1o prablam blrds.

4. Light-waight grass-culting machings shend be uad for mowing Qrasa. Excoeskvaly tall
vegetntion and weeds Growing awsy fram iy Gan b rernowes by applying soma seie
woedicldes such as kiass S0 wp marwfariurad by Houchst, Sehanng and Ay Evo Limited.
Supervision by An Ornlthologist is receasary whils ermying out sUGH operalions in airpart
Erea.

a. Laoatizer, walls, lences and ethar utlity struchures showld kb armesd with rrickal spTkes
& e upper surface fo maks it Inherspitabls for Birde,

5. Pigeon-procting of all hangws & fermingl bulldings shauld B2 parrled ot
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B Garbage disposal syetem should ba foalgareat Garbage show'd be carried for away
fram airpect whers il can by proceesed.

7. Manual acaring af birds using fire crackers by bird chasers @ very effactive. At feast 1an
bird chasers ara required for one runway, Gun ehats can bo used to sease Rirds
Ovcaslonal killing of ona or v birds in a flock will belp renforce the Sears. Hunway
inspection his to be carrled out befora and ater every alicerlt movement, to ecare birds
ard rarave Bird carcasses,

b, Measures outslde alrport

1. Bird-peacding of &ll med, poultry 8nd flsh markets a3 well as piggeries shaould by done
eMoctivahy.

2. Al llegal Saughtenng and open sale of st fish and drossed paulty shaidd he
slopped enforcing Alrcraf Rule B1 B of Indlan Alrerall Act of 1837, Thi City Givie
Authorities, Sirport Enviranment Management Cammittes and Cily Palice should form a
task karca,

<. Bath the eties need modern ebulicire 1o provide hygianic meaat 1o the public and
reduce bird population.

4. Bolh the citlee need madern careAss-nrocessing planks which can yleld chikan fead,
bana fartilizer and fallow and roduse tha popuation af scawvenging birds

5. An athcient garbage precwssing plant s ancihar nesassdy, Fxcal Industies of Bombay
has tha know-haw te canvert garbage into arganig marues. Inosulstios of "Celich"”, 5
mizroblal culture, corvars gashage into marwe in @ meethe Imo, Cerish is ronteie,
nonexglusive and eoo-fricndly. [t makes garbege fire-reststant and repells Incects and
birds after 2.8 howrs of treatment,

& la deny food graing problem birde euch aa pigaans at the godowns of Fagd
Corporation of India resr Trivandrum wrport ierpaudin spread on the graund can halp
wawy retrieval of graing spited an the floor while kading snd unigading grain bags ta and
Tromy iucks.

7. Awareness prograrmme ta edugots tha punhic thrsingh mass media can hulp reduce
bird Feta [Sathmesnn 1684)

DIBCUSSION AND CONCLUSION

Tho results of nan-implementation of some of the recommandsatieas given eadisr have led
twinerease In bird hita. An effective grabage dispesal system has 1 be instituted in both
the cities. Bird scaring In firpert ares alzn shewid be adequaty, A corminwous meankaring
cf bird activity is desirabilv. Aeseesmont of Bird menses e avery five years becoimg
neceasary Inthe light of incieasing bird hits 8t Trivandrum and Basgalees aimpors.
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