WP 49

BSCE 20

Bird hazard management

at Manchester Airport

Calium s Themas, Yanchesior Aoporr pric

Bird strikes are a serious
threat to avistion safety. The
huzard at each airport is
unigue and a study ot the
fiahits of birds living tn the
vicinity of the aivport is
necessary hefore a control
programme can he developed.
The hubitat ot an airfield can
he modified to make it
uniuttractive to hirds:
oweser, the corner-stane of a
Contrid progranune remdins
camprehensive bird detection
and dispersal by a small
dedicated unit.
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af 1ty siee, and the numbers imvolved in a
single incident ¢ flocking burds are more
dangerous han solitary speciesi. On
average, 4 thurd of lapwing and guil
strikes invoived more than one bird
fusudily two or three): lwweser, 1noan
extreme nctdent 72 black-headed guils
were found dead oo The runway follow-
ing the departure of a Boeing 737

Bird strikes occur throughout the vear
at thais arrport. However there 1s @
marked seasonal variauon in the aumber
of strikes reported each month, The late
summer peak in strikes corresponds with
the arnval of wintering irds betfore
Briush breeders have left. Further. a
high proporiion of the population at this
time of year 15 composed of yiung birds
which appear 10 be more sirike-prone
than experienced buds. [n part. this
distribution is alse influenced by a seu-
sonal vanaton in the pumiper of arcratt
MmOovements. '
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