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i : ! i r ,  ! i i r r r .  1 r  r r r  \ . t l : : : i a r d : .  3 , , ' L u . i e  u e e J e  r i , ' : ! r r d :
:  r  r h .  , l r r L r e . I r r d i  r r r u i i i  ' . .  a n ! ! L  L l l r r . ! i ! r ,  r n i r r  r  r l r ' ) ; r  . l t  . t r r i r .
o . . e . j i r ! : . . , ) l r f i : r r i ! r . t  t \ .  i s l n n d s . i  , . t . t r i i  , - , J  \ i t i t r  l . D L t a  r l  L l r e

: s e t  r i i ! r e  1 ) .  J i  r i , e  ) i . L  b ! l l i . d  ! r e a r  " , e e s .  b . ! r i l i , t g  ) n : i .
, : ! ! r r  f e r i r s n l a  ( s . e  r i B u r !  t l  r b . u !  r J l  r r s e o b l .  , r t  t i , e  I r r L . n  r a d d J n  r . r r
i  J i r : i .3 .  r ; r - tLa :_-  g .n rc  i s  : i ! .  r i l j _  r f . . i . s  Ln f , r  , . !L : ! . . r iLJ  b reeds  in  L re

, \n  i lp . rLanr  h r .od ing  are f ,  i s  the 'J !s rv r r rd . rsPI t rsscn ,  a  ra rsh l id  r r .n
i ia t  rece .L ly  dcve loped in  Lhe re t  poLde. !  i r  th€  ce i t .e  o r  Lhe
\ e t h e r l a n d s .  A b o u t  2 0 0  L r e y L a g  g e o s e  ] ) r c e d  h e r e .  j .  i s  a l s o  i n f o r : r r t  a s :
mouLL ins  s to rnC! , r  c r . ,Y ia r4  g .es . ,  Ihe  nuober  o f  5 , ) rL r inS g . rse  Dav run  Lo

l lEse CaL:  show thaL rhe  \eLher la ids  i  s  g rea t  in !? rnaL i i ru l  rcs foL ls ib i lL ry
io r  the  Danagenent  o i  n ig raL ing : [d  w in te r ing  geese.  Ihar  i s  !h ] r  the  i )uL . : l r

sovernoent  .o rduc !s  a  po l i c t  rh ich  a i rs  L . r  p roLecL and na i r t3 id  the
po l ] !11L l .ns  o l  gecse,  w i th  d re  reeard  t ! .  Lha ld rEres ts  o l  aEr lcu l iu re  ind

Sldc .  g .ese  o f ted  fo rase  o t r  fa rmland,  agr i .u l t !EL  in le resLs  sh .u1d be
.ons ide ted  as  re l l .  As  a  rcsu l t  o f  goose Erez ing  bu .h  dar f ,ge  is  done L .
a .ab1e lands  ard  pas tdres .  Goose i l raz ing  dasagc  is .e i rbursed in  r r l l  b !
r \ .  caoe lund,  wh ich  passes  the  re iEburserents  on  ro  Lhe l1 in is t ry  o f
Agr i . !1 lu r . ,  Nature  i lana8emenL and l i sher ies .  fLgure  6  shots  rhar  t ie
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re iRburs . ! . i ! s  la id  lu ro  s ! ronaLy  r i scd ,  tspec iaL ly
Peaks  i t r  h f , rd  , inLers  be . r l se  lhen arab tc  . ro fs  a ie

0or .  geese i i  r le  ) i .L t re r tands .

DIJICL1 GOVIRNMINT POI,ICY i^JITIl RECAI{' IO CEESE

arab le  land daDage
r . ro  p rone to  d rDage

Tae incrcase i r  the  number  o f  g . .se  and iL1  rh .  danase caused by  seese has
r rod f red  the  q in isLer . l  Asr lcu l t ! r . ,  N t rLure  ManagetenL and ! i sher ics  ro
. . - .s i re .  Lhe na t ionaL g .ose  lo l i cy  an . t  !o  ad jusr  iL  rnere  necesss .y .  Th is
hdr  res l l1 !d  ln  a  Denorandun,  \ rh ic i l  i s  soon Lo  be  prescr red  !o . ;a r t iaoenr ,
l ie  reDonr lu in  tocuses  oo  th .  l roLecr ion  o I  popu lar ioos  o f  geese ard  the

' ine  i leoor j idm or  Geese lcanzennoLa l  f i r s  i i  w iEh r i re  f ra  eeork  o t  the
i . lLure  Pot i . y  PLaa,  a  l i r s t  ! ' e rs io r  o f  rh ich  w is  ?ubLtshed in  t4 . r t  t989.  - rhe

r n r r r !  P o l i c y  P I a n  d e s c r i b e s  r h e  p o l i c y  o i  r h e  n a r i o n a l  g o v e r n d a n t  v i ! h
.eJr rd  Lo  na ture  pror ' : cL ion  iL1  rhe  der !  de .ades .  The to l i cy  fo r  rhe  t i i s t
p e f i r d  o l  e l a h r  y € a r s  ( r h e  s o - c a t L e d  p r a n n i n s  f e r i o d )  i s  d e s c r i b e d  i r
d e t a i L .  P i r L  o l  E h e  D l a d n i n g  p e r i o . l  p o l i . y  i s  r h e  d e v e l o p d o r t . f  p l a n s  i o r
the  ?ro tec t ion  o l  so- .a I l .d  p r io r iLy  spec i .s t  L te  neoora id lD o .  Ceese is  r !
be  se . rn  as  one o f  these p i : rns .

T l ,e  . lenorand, rn  on  ceese i . .dses  par t i .u la r l ) ,  . .  rhe  nore  vu1n.n l1e
s te .  ie r ,  s {c i r  , rs  BrenL i loose,  Aarna. le  goose rnd  t i rk - to r red  goose.  Ih . l
r d l i . r l b i L i r y . f  t n e 5 e  s p e . i e s  i s . . , r r e c L e d  { i r h  L h e i r  h i g h l t  v a r t r i n g
brc .d i r t j  success  ( ts ranL goosc  and ts i rna .1e  l joose)  add rhe  re la r ive ly  sn t r l t
s i z e  o t  L l e  p o p u l a t i . n  ( P i n k - f o o r e d  g . o s e ) .  r h e  L a r r e r  r e : 5 o n  a t s o  C . € s  i . r
Lhe 8e t r i  go .s4  subspec ics  tuba!1s .  lhe  po l i cy  6 ins  a r  g iv idg  s l rucLu.a l
s h e l t e r  i r  ? d L n e r a b l e  s p e . i c s .  T h j s  r e a n s  r h a r  i n  s o D e  r i € a s  t : . d  r L t L  b e
acqr i fe t l  to  r r .as  a ld  tha t  Danagehenr  as .eeoents  r i1 l  be
cnt r .L t r . ie i  ! i th  fa r rners  ro  ro le ra te  ge .se  ard  ro  ad i rs r  lqnd  nanaseLnenr  ro
i t e  p . . s . d c e  ! f  e € e s . .  t s l e c i a l l y  1 n  r l i .  . . a s L . r i  r r e a  e f i . r i s  a r e  r o  b e
: i rn ' r  to  o t rL .  su f f i . ie r t  sprce  rva i l :b le  lo r  ArcnL goose.  \o reoser ,  u i !h
r .g r rd  r .  Lhe r id .e r loE gro !nds  o l  r t r l Ie r f ,b le  spe. ies  a r ranaeDents  a r .  .o
De iade, l t i r  t i re  1oca1 nunrers  ro  ro t ra in  f roo  shoDt ing  durLnE lhe  per i .d
i l l .n  tho  geese are  sLdy inB t i re re .  Th .  dos !  i rpor ranr  goose Breas  are  aLso
o : i . r . d  ! h y s i . a 1  p h o n i , r g  i , . , ) L e . t i o r .  T ! .  d i l r  o b j c . r i v c  i s  L !  s e c u . e  L h e
' l i ' i e r  rnd  openress  in  th .s .  n rea5.

Lr  po l i cy  r ids  . r  rece iv i rg  the  gc .s .  {herever  poss i l le  rn  na !ura1  r ieas
anc  on  iess  daBat je -pr .ne  rddd.  scar i t rg  l c rse  a fay  f too  daLrage-prone c rops
( to r  iL lsLed.e ,  !Lo ts  soun w i th  da f ,age-prore  arabLe c ropr ,  and in  rha  ta re
s i r f ins  cuLt iva ted  pasLures)  to  Les6 dahase-prore  tand ( to r  lns ran .er
p t r s t r r e  ! L o t s ,  g r e . n  c o v e r  c r o p  p t . r s  r . d  n a L u r a l  a r e a s ) .

there  w i l r  be  no  changes ia  Ehe r resenr  poss ib t t  t r jes  o f  shoor ing  geese.
lh js  oeads  LhaL wh i te - f rodrcd  geesc ,  l lean  gecse and Crey la8  gecse ca .  be
sh.L  ln  t !€  p . r iod  l ro r  !  Sepreober  r .  l r  January  in . tus ive  berveeo j  ha t f
ho t r r  be fore  sdnr ise  o f ,d  l0  a . r .  Thc  use  or  l i v iL lg  decoy  geese in  shoor ing
is  p rdh ib l ted .  Thc  present  la rge-sca le  shooL lng  proves  to  j rave  no  negar ive
e f i e . t  o n  l h e  p o p o l a t i o r s ,  b e c a u s e  L h e y  r r . 6 r i l L  i n c r e a s i n g .  h  c l e
1988/1989 s .ason a  to ra l  o f  abouL 50 ,000 seesc  sere  shot  i t r  rhe
NoLherLands,  a1m.s t  7 ,000 o f  ther  c rey lag  geese,  ab .u !  t ,OOO Besn geese ard
ahodt  38 ,000 r , \ ih i te - f  ronred  geese.
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noy r ' nedLs . f  go r i .  i i  l r . e i l i l g  a ro i s ,  iD ig ra t i . i t r  r r e ' r s  r nd  N i r l l e r l l a  3 r j u i . l :
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aharac te t i s t l c  o f  b i rd  counts  in  rhe  ) ie l i re r lands  is  rha !  Lne na io i  na t t  o r
tne  {o rk  l s  dore  by  vo lun tee ts .  l le t te$  1978 add l98 l  rn  r r i r "  o f  5 ,1 -100
vo l t rnLeers  counted  the  b i rds  in  Lhe \4Lh. r l rnds  rh r l lghDut  Lhe Jenr  and
c l ia rEed lhe i  .n  a  dap.  The resuLLs ar .  Indnd in  tde  t ru t .h  ts i id  A l las

L \ i .ge1ar1as  van Noder land l .  I . r  c ! .h  spe. ies  : r  Dar  r3 r  i i . l une i  s l l . r ing  i t s
, l i s t r ibu t io t r  i ^  t l re  Net i re r la rds  in . i re  var io !e  'n rnL l ' s ,

c o u i t s  D l  g . c s e  r e . e i ! ' e  6 p . c i a l  a r L . n t i o n .  r l r i r t  t l e  i i n L c . - r i r e  L h e
n lnbers  o f  geese in  a11 pc ten t ia l  soose areas  1rc  .ounred b t  v rL ! t r teers .
The counLs are  coord ina ted  by  a  dork ing  s rou !  o r  gces . ,  coDioseJ  o l  se leL l
r .dbers  each s l .c ia l i zed  in  a  ia : rL i id  s .c . i cs  o l  g r . : r . .  i i .h  t r r r  rhe
r o r k i n g  g r o u t  ! u b 1 i s h . s ,  r c p o r t  ( , ' n  t n c  d . v e l . p o e r r s  i d  r i r e  p ! f . r l 3 L i r . r  o t

T i e  s y s r e D  u s e d  r r  c o l r r : h e  g e e s e ,  r . n 1 y  ! , r . i t i d . s  f , n  ! t l r a l l  p i . t u t e . f
r l j e  I e L h e r r a n d s ,  ! t  { L s o  g i v e s  a  g o . i i  i d c a . l  d l ' v . l o p o e r r s  ! i  s p e r i a i c
ar .as  and 1 .  dovemedts  . l  gecse.  th is  i s  ,here  !e  have r ie  t i i l  t i rh  a i .
t ra f i i c :  ooveoents  o l  aeese Bay invoLve Cangers  I . ) r  i r  pnr r i . J la r
Lo{ - f l y lL rs  a i  rc ra l l  .
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r r e  p r o v i s i o n a l ) .

Annuat  f€ak  c r rnLs  . t  aaesc  i r
(x  1000;  Lh !  f i ru res  fo r  g l j l89

n  h 1 ! e - f r o d L e d  g o o s e
i  P i rk - toored  goose

tsarda .1e  goose!xkeaEbkskkk
L  - ; t  | L  - - : $  , -
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l ' r cJn l  3 ,  Innua l  pddk  coud ls  o f
(a  r000;  rhe  f lgur .s

5c I  geese in  Lhe Nerher lands
io .  88 , /89  are  prov is iona l ) .
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