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Many of  our  housekeepine pract ices on a i r f ie lds can work to tho

bl rds '  advantage i f  1 ' 'e  are not  very carefu l .  I . , f t€ :n we usc urea for

r u n w a v  i c e  c o n t r o l  u e  l n a d v e r t e n r l y  f e r t i l i z e  c h e  s o i r . . l t  t h e  r u n v a v

e d g . s .  o a  p r a l r l e  a l r p o r t s  t h e  g r a s s  i s  n o t i c e a b l y  g r e e n e r  a l o n g

the runway edges.  The ground squi r re ls  concentrare there as do

the hawks that  feed on therr .  The increased l ikc l ihood of  b i rd sEr lkes

c a n  o n l y  b e  c o n t r o l l e d  b t ,  t h e  c o n t r o l  o f  g r o r n d  s q u l r r e l  n u n b e r s

in those runway-edge areas or  by the conEroL of  ice wi th somethina

t h a t  r ' s  n o t  a  f e r t i l l z c r .

We cut  down t rees and shrubs on a i rpor ts  to renove cower used

t , y  b j r d s .  A s  t h e  c o v e r  g r o r s  b a . k  i t  m a y  b e  u s e d  b y  b i r d s  o r h e r

t h a n  t h o s e  o c  o r l S i n a l f y  g o t  r i d  o f  a n d  s o  t h e  p r o b l e n  c h a n q e s  b r l t

L h c r e  i s  s t i l l  a  b i r d  p r o b l e m .

B i r d s  c h a n g e  t h c l r  d i s t r l b u t i o n s ,  n u n b e r s  '  a n d  e v e n  h a b - i t s  o l e r

t ine.  I lhen the munic ipal  garbage dumps at  North Bay and l r :enton

rere s i tuated rear  the a l r :por t  years ago,  gul is  were knom to fee.1

.n dunps but  gul l  nur ibers near  the a i rpor t  \ iero snal l  and d id not

t o s e  n u c h  o f  a n  i n n e d i a t e  p r o b l e m .  O v e r  t h e  l a s t  t e n  v e a r s  t h e

populat ions of  Ring-b i l  Led gul ls  ln  Ontar io have increase. l  l , . t '  about

l U Z  p e r  y e a r .  S o m e  o f  t h e  b i g g e < t  g u l l  c o l o n i e s  k n o w n  a r e  n ^ q  i n

^ . i r r - .  U i r l ) o u  v p r y  e x t c n . i v p  g u l l  .  n r r o l  D r . F r : r c  a r  \ o r h

a j r f j e l d s ,  o n  a  c o n i i n u i n g  b a s i s ,  t h c  s t r i k e  r a t e s  a t  b o t h  l r e n t o n

a n d  N d r t h  B a y  ' o u l d  b e  u n a c c e p t a b l y  h i g h .

Sonet imes th ines of f  the a i rpor ts ,  other  than garbage durnps cao

c a L r s e  a i r p . r r t  l r i r d  p r o b l e m s .  F r a n k L i n r s  g u l l s  l i v e  o v e r  m u c h  o f  t h e

p r a i r i e s  e a t i n g  i n s e c t s  i n  c r o p  f i c l d s .  A t  a n  a i r f i e l d  1 1 k e  R e . e i n a ,

! , h i c h  h a s  g r a i n  f i e l d s  o n  t h r e e  s i d e s ,  l ' h e n  t h e  h a r v e s t  s E a r : t s  t h e

nolse of  s \ rat l )ers and combines in  the f i€ lds causes thou6ands of

o L , l l s  r o  l e a v p  r h c  f i e l d s  : n d  m o v e  t o  r h e r e  t h e r e  1 s  l e s s  d i s t u r b a n c e -

o n t o  t h e  R e g l n a  A l r t o r r .  A f r e r  a ^ c o u p l e  o f  y e a r s  o f  e x p e r l e n c l n g  t h e
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h a d . j u s t  c o l l i d e d  a i t h  a  f l o c k  o f  c o v b i  r d s  w h l c h  r o s e  f r o n  a  d u n P

near the runway. l le ca11ed the control  toaer and said, " l ' Ie have hi

s o n e  b i r d s ;  $ / e  a r e  n o t  S o i n g  t o  n a k e  i c . "  a n d  t h € n  c r a s h e d .

That  crasb,  sh lch destroyed the s i rc taf l  and k i l led i ts  seven

occupants,  s tar ted a 1ega1 process Qhich passed through the local

c o u r t ,  t l , e  s r a t e  h t B h  c o u r E ,  t h L  U , S .  S u p r e n e  c o u r t ;  a n d  l n v o l v e d

county of f jc ia ts ,  the FAA, the inst l rance conpany uhich car . r ied the

l i a b i l i t y  i n s u r a n c e  o n  t h e  a i r p o r t ,  a n d  a l n o s t  e v e r y b o d y  1 n  s j g h t .

As Doc said,  "Eweryone uas sued:  the county was sued,  the county

comniss ion€rs were sued as a body and as indiv iduals !  the a i rpor t

rnanager oas sued.  ' r  The serr lenent ,  af ter  9!  years 1!  took,  involved

p a y n e n t  o f  b e t w e e n  4 0 0  a n d  5 0 0  t h o u s a n d  d o l l a r s  f o r  e a c h  d e a t h ,  a s  w e l l

as paynent  for  the destroyed a i rc iaf t  and for  repal rs  to damage to

bui ld ings and other  insta l  Lat ions,  The payments uere shared by the t 'AA

/ n d  b y  t h -  i n s L r r a n . e . o r p a r ! .  l n  r h e  D u n s r o L d  . r a s h  r h e . o r D a r \

shich owned the a i r f ie ld and the a i rc iaf t  paid for  the losses i r -

a n  o u t - o f - c o r r r t  s e t t l e n e n l .

I  nent ion the mat te i  o f  l iab i l i ty  because i t  is  a l$ays therF jn

the backgiound as a fur ther  inceni ive to do a good iob of  contro l l ing

\ t i 1 d 1 j f e  h a z a r d s  t o  a i r c r a f t .  I f  y o u  f l y  y o u r s e l f  y o u  a l r . a d y  h a l e

a more personal  reason for  excel lence.  "The l l fe  you save nay be your

o v n . '  I  c a n r t  t h i n k  o f  a  b e t t e r  i n c e n t l v e  f o r  g o o d  w o r k .

l /e  have said a lo t  about  b i rd s t r ikes on and near a ipor ts .

l . l h l 1 e  t h e y  a r e  i m p o r t a n t  r e  n u s t  n o t  l o s e  s i g h t  o f  t h o s e  t h a t  o c c u r

away f rom ai rpor ts .  Another  area of  increaslng concern lnvolve.

rnamnal  s t r lkes and other  act ions of  namals which a lso cause danger

f o r  a i r c r a f t .

a  t h r e a t  L o  a l  l  ' i t  '
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sudden arr ival  of  large numbers of gul1s in late August,  the Airport

authori t les now get ready in advance each sul l1mer by laylng in

suppl ies of she11 crackers and othei scarers and by ar ianglng for

e x t r a  n a n p o w e r  a n d  v e h i c l € s  f o r  n u c h  i n c r e a s e d  a n t i - b i r d  p a t r o l s  f o r

t h e  w e e k  o r  s o  t h a t  t h e  p r o b l e n  e x i s t s .

Somet ines a nearby indusl r ia l  area can cause problems,  not  lust

through oaste food on the ground 1n dr iwe- in rheatres and 1n super-

narket  garbage,  bt l t  a lso through archi tecture.  Industr la l  areas on

f l tght  ways have height  rest . ic t lons and adjacent  bul ld lngs are

of ten f la t - roofed r l th  parapets around the roof  edges.  These become

problens l rhen dra ins p lug up 1n wer weather  and aater  pools on the

roofs.  A feo hundred gu1ls bath ing and loaf lng on a water- f l l1ed

f l a t  r o o f  c a n  p a n l c  a n d  f 1 y  u p  l n  f r o n t  o f  a p p r o a c h l n g  a l i c r a f r . i u s t

as they rould of f  a  wet  area of  ground near the end of  a runrnay.

U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  I , h i I e  t h e y  a r e  s e e n  b y  a p p r o a c h i n g  p i l o t s ,  a l l  t o o

of ten they cat ' t  be seen f ron the ground or  the contro l  tower

because they are behind the roof-edge parapet .  I . le  had that  p ioblen at

Toronto Internat ional  a i rpor t  years ago.  I t  was solved through the

cooperal ion of  the bui ld ing operators when a i rpor t  s taf f  v is i ted them,

pointed out  the problern and thei r  possib le l iabt l l ty  in  case of  an

accldent .  The whole nat ter :  o f  l lab i l i ty  is  becoming a real  issue ln

som€ countr les involv ing long draL 'n-out  cour t  bat t les,  one of  which

l a s t e d  f o r  n i n e  y e a r s  a f t e r  t h e  c r a s h  o f  a n  e x e c u t i v e  j e t  a t  A t l l n t a ,

G e o r g i a ,  i n  1 9 7 3 ,  j n w d l v i n g  s e v e n  d e a t h s .  L e t  $ e  r : e p o r t  b r l e f l y  o n

a paper g iven by the a i rpor t  nanager,  r rDocrr  Manget ,  at  a conference

on a l rpor t  l { i1d1l fe contro l  a t  Detro l r  1n August ,  1983.

"noc"  Manget  began h is  paper by referr lng to rhree sets of  fanous

l a s t  v o r d s .  l l a d a n e  d e  P o n p a d o u r ,  a f r e r  r e c e l v i n g  t h e  l a s t  r i t e s  f r o n

a pr lest  who began to leave her  room said,  " I , Ia i t  for  me,  I  w111 go

s i t h  y o u , r t  a n d  d l e d .  S t o n e a a t l  - l a c k s o n ,  m o r ; a l r y  w o u n d e d ,  l a y  o n

the bank of  a r iver ,  sa id!  "Let  us cross over  the r lver  and resr  rn

the shade of  the t rees."  He then d ied.  Doc Manget  Caid the saddest

last  ' rords ln  h ie v les,oere those of  the p1lot  of  the Lear let  24 who

t-
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B e c a u s e  o f  t h e i r  h i g h - s p e e d ,  1 o w  a l t i t u d e  m i s s i o n s  a r e  p a r t i c u l a r l y

serious for mi l i tary training and operat jonal f ly ing; much more so

t h a n l r r r s f o r t  a i r c r . r f r  v h i . h  s f e n d  l c s s  r i n e  i .  1 o e  l e w c t  f t i g h r .

a n d  f l y  n o r e  s l o v l y  t h e r e b v  g r e a t l v  r e d u c i n g  t h e  s e r i o u s n e s s  o f  r h c

d a n a g e .  C r u i s i n g  a b o v e  3 0 , 0 0 0  f L .  i s  r e l a r i v e l y  s a f e  b e c a u s e  f e u

b i r d s  g e t  t h a t  h i g h .  T h e  g r e a t e s t i n - f 1 l g h t  h a z a r d  o c c u r s  d u r l n g

long distance btrd nigrat ion uhen blrds may f t) '  ar alr i tudes of up

t o  I 5 , 0 0 0  f t ,  ( o c c a s i o n a l l y  h i g h e r )  t o  s e c u r e  r h e  f a ! o u r a b l e  w i n d

speeds and djrect ions needed ro accompllsh long f t ights on l imited

f u e l  s u p p l i e s  ( n o s r l y  s t o r e d  f a t ) .  B i r d s  s h o w  u p  \ r e 1 l  o n  n o s t  r a d a r s

and their  migrat ions can be forecast in relat ion ro weather for€casrs

s o  s i n c e  L h e  l a t e  1 9 6 0 ' s  i t  h a s  b e e n  p o s s i b l e  t o  s c h e d u l e  f t y i n g

training at mjLi tary bases l ike Cold Lake, Alberta to avold rhe heavy

m i g r a t i o n  t r a f f i c  p a r t i c u l a r l y  o f  l a r g e  b i r d s ,

I t  i s  o n l y  i n  t h e  l a s r  f e c  y e a r s  t h a r  s e  h a v e  b e g u n  t o  c o t l e c t

infomatjon on narural  problems, The nffber of nanmals hi t  is smal ler

than the nunber of bird str ikes but th€ hazard must be considered

and dealt  with.  Deer srr ikes are perhaps nosr comron and c"n ciuse

a greal deal of  danage especial ly on smal ler aircrafr .  At leasr

o n e  1 0 4  h a s  l e e n  v r i r r e n  o f f  a f d  t h e  p i l o t  k i t l e d  b ) ,  a  r a b b i t  s t r i k . . .

. Iust as imporranr as str ikes is rhe f looding caused by beav€rs

uhich can knock out l ight ing and connnunicar ion \r i r lng and provide,

habitat  for water- loving birds vhere 1r 1s not vanred. I lo lves and

Coyotes break run\ray l iBhts at sorLe northern airports and enjoy

che\r ing on runvay l ight l i l r ing. Ar one northern alr f ie ld one quarrer

of the inalnEenance staff  is enployed for the conttnuous replacenenr

of danaged l ights and wir ing. Nor only is rhls an i ten of expense and

a problen for a l imired staff  but a l ighr ing and/or col lul lunicat ion

f a i l u r : e  a t  a  c r i t i c a l  p h a s e  o f  l a n d i n g  c o u l d  c a u s e  a  s e r l o u s  h a z a r d .
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Mamals nay chea external  p last lc  and rubber f i t t ings on parked a i rcraf t

a s  i r e l l  a s  e n t e r i n g  t h e  a i r c r a f t  t o  d 3 n a g e  i n t e r i o r  f i t t i n g s '  t h e

l i p h r - l , e : r r F . !  s r o r v  i n  " F l i q h r  c o n r n a n d  i l 3 "  *  o f  1 9 8 5  s h o u l d  r e n i n d

us of  the ser i ior ls  consequences of  namnal  darnage to a l rcraf t  and gtound

components which could lead to thei r  fa i lure.  At  Sea Tac Inte inal tonal

A i r p o r t  n e a r  t h e  N o r t h w e s t  c o r n e r  o f  t h e  I J , S , ,  l l q u o r  s u p p l i e s  a r e

piped t ron the naln tern inal  bar  to those in the sate l l l tes through

plast ic  tubes.  l lhen the bar  records in  the sate l l l tes d id not  matct l

wi thdra i ra ls  f ron s lock in  the main ter f tdnal  ,  the tubes,  which tun ln

tunle ls  $ i th  e lect r tc  power and co$rnunicat ion cables,  were examlned.

Che\r jng rats had caused leaks in  the tubing and sone danage to

lnsulat ion on e lect r lca l  cables.  In  at  least  one instance in an

ai rpor t  outs lde North Aner lca rats or  orher  rodents had damaged power

cables for  radar  insta l la t ions thereby shut t ing down th€ systen

I  ment ion a few nan]r la l  problens lo  encourage you to be on the

aler t  for  mamrals and mamnal  danage -  jueE as you ate fot  b l rds and

thei r  act ions.  As ue work hatder  we n i l l  f ind more uays that  manrmals

a r e  c a u s i n g  t r o t l b l e  j u s t  l i k e  b i r d s .  R e l a t i v o l y  r e c e n t l y  t h e  f i r s t

b i r d  n e s t ,  m a d e  o f  w i r e  f r o m  p o a e r  s w e e p e r  b r u s h e s  w a s  f o u  d ' i n  a n

a i r c r a f t .  T h a t  n e a n s  b i r d  n e s t s  s h o t t  c i r c u i t s  a n d

I i r e s  a s  w e l l  a s  n e c b a n i c a l l y  p l u g  d u c t  a n d  j o i n t s .  W e  d o n ' t  k n o u

just  vhat  neu problems bi rds and manmals w111 cause ln the future.  A

senior  nember of  the or ig inal  associatc com\] i r tee on b i rd hazards !o

Aircraf t  -  \ rh ich pnoneered many b i rd danage contro l  ideas dur l l rg  i ts

l i fe  f ron 1.962 Lo 1976,  satd,  "Bi rds are a lnost  a l l rays nearby evet)nrhere.r l

l le  was r ight  about  b i rds and th€ sarne th ing probably appl les to namnals.

We must  b€ very a ler t  to  keep up v i th  th€m, 1et  a lone ge!  ahead of  then.

Constant  v ig i lance is  needed to mainta in our  present  level  of  safety.

We must  t ry  ve4'  hard to lmprove i t .  Renenber- the l i fe  you save nay

be your  o\ rn-Keep at  l ! .

* p u b l i s h e d  b y  D .  N .  D .
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