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e occurence of birds on airfields is an increasing flight-salety

M A lot of reasons for bird-occurence can te given: the airvort i*
) 5 : - . 2 o \
ppan open and attractive place for birds, the preshce of garbages

ir of the airfield, different types of vegetation, rrassland, arricultcre

hpartial solution of this problem can be found on an ecological hasie

envirnmental management.

wre are two types of vegetation on airfields:

b the case of agriculture ( crops ) there are several restrictions im-
peed to minimize the negative aspects of it. In the case of grassland,

e long-grass method is recommended but even then many disavantares

itill remain.

Therefore it seems interesting to look for alternative groundcovers.

pin requirements of a prlant for airrort cover are on one hand:

- not to be attractive to rirds

grassland and agriculture.

- to have a not too expensive rroraration and
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- in the early stages to be able to resist the

-~ to dominate other plants and to te useful during the whole -

etc....

and on the other hand to fulfill the <vecial

fields such as:

- to sustain feorced landings
- to resist venicular traifis
- nct to censtitute an undue fire hazard

etc...
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Guch plants should first be theorticaly examined on their morphological %
and ecological features. Those that satisfy the above requirements can te g
. . o
submitted to experiments for many yearse. Q
]
To illustrate this we did some theoretical research on some plants:
Yinca minor L., Galium aparine L., and Hedera helix L. They seemed to e
interesting alternatives at first sight.
Starting from tneir morphological and ecological features, we exsminated
those plants theoretically to see whether they meet the needs of the ro.o-
tical requirements of a plant used for airport cover. 3
The results of this study are conveniently arranred in a tuhle: .ﬁ
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Of course much more research has to be done ieee ubout the cparational utd ity o
- hl . oS h
propagation and planting and exporiments should Eive answer an a lot of gu. +icps, e
o
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The main purrecse of this aprrosch is to ree-cpen the vestigetion o Bele.

Erzs.and is =til1 the Yest cover for airficlds.
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Vinca minor L.

s JOUTWL BJUT

Hedera helix

Galium aparine L.

Dominasrn+ sy thae
wOMLNZnT over nthorx

Pominant over .other plants

Norinant over othor rlants.
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Vinca minor L.
Hedera helix 1.,
n Galis

Dominan+ over ath b

<ium aparine L,

er plantse

Dominant over gthaw 1. .







Zrnlavical foootures - Lipht factor: preferces shadowe— - Light factor: prefecres cemi- - Tigrt factzr: proferecs
EREY vshadow area. seni«_ipht areae
- Voictur. fictor: in modrately = Moisture factor: in Tederately - Melgture Tctor: indifferent
reilt Lnilc. moist scil.
- Aciiiter Indiff ro-t, - Acidity: indiffcrent. = Acidity: v 2 foielnt.
- Nitormoel Tactors i - -ils - Nitrogen Tictors wﬁawﬂwmwmnﬁ. - lliregen factor: in =cll
re it oo oricn 5l Ll rich on I,
- Dormerattin ot derper to zone, - Temvorature: temperate zo1 . Tem-«roture: temperate zone
A protlem can be put ty tne
Jenrra forl.
T plent is s Yioindicztor
foer N and loam-

Note
(1) Annual: weeds sWnoﬁ germinate, bloom, produce seeds, and sie in ane
Frowing seasOlie
Yiinterannuals: weeds witch germinate and produce, a leafy rosettz n

the fall and then bloom, seed, and die in the fol

{2) Perennials ( woondy ): weedy trees, shrubs and woody vines whic

for many years, producing new ¢rowth each yeur fronm
aboveground stems, branches and twigs, 1nd in forme

from underground stems, or ro-ts, Or Crowise



