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KNOW YOIIR BIRDS 'I POSTER

In aviat ion and most of al l  in problems concerning f l ight-safety,  i t  is

very normal to use informative and motivat ing posters. A poster gi-ves the

possibility to reach a lot of people and keeps the information instantly

avai labLe. Why a poster with birdspecies ? Stat ist ical  analysis of birdstr ike

data proves that al though about 1@ birdspecies were involved, the major i ty

of str ikes are caused only by about 10 species. In pract ice, we sal,  that even

these species are not suff ic ient ly known by the non-orni thologist .  However

i t  is very important to determine the birdspecies exact ly.  For example :

the ident i f icat ion by pi lots and technicians of birds involved in str ikes and

the eff ic ient ut i l isat ion of distress-cal l  equiprnent by Bird Combat Units.

Besides this, a poster will attract attention and will nrake the problems known

by everybody. This fact by i tsetf  wi l l  help to create a posit ive att i tude versus

the di f f icul t  problem of birdstr ike prevent ion.

For this reasons, i t  seemed very appropriate to br ing together on a poster the

birdspecies'common on our air f ie lds or frequent ly involved in str ikes.

As for the gul ls,  the black-headed gul l  (  Larus r idibundus ),  the common gul1

( Larus canus ) and the herring gul1 ( Larus argentatus ) are represented in

di f ferent stages of age. Furtheron we selected the lapwing ( Vanel lus vanel lus ) ,

the starLing ( sturnus vulgaris ), the woodpigeon ( columba palumbus ) and some

trushes as the blackbird ( Turdus merula ), the songtrush ( Turdus philomelos )

and the mist le trush ( Turdqrs viscivorus ) .  As for the corvid.s,  the carr ion crow
( Corvus corone ), the rook ( Corvus frugilegus ) and the jackdaw ( Corvus

monedula ) are very common on airfields I fortunately the cause only a small

number of str ikes. Al though only occasional ly involved in str ikes -  but of  an

outstanding weight-category - the mallard ( Anas platyrhynchos ) was added too.



I ' o r  a . l  l  t h r : se  : : pec ie^ ' ; .  t he  i ) u t c i r ,  i  r ' ; ' 1 . i  t : h  ,  l ' r ench  and  : c i e rn t i f  i c  nane i ;

a re  i nc i !  c : r l ed .

A l -1  t he  b i rCs  have  bE :en  p laced  i r t  a  so -ca l " ] ec  r r  A  r r i t , - . - - - n ; rb i l . r t  " -

' l he  l and ing  i r - 16  f  i g ' h te r  has  tne  : ' o1< ;  o f  t i r e  eye -c ; t che r .

f  t .  i r :  ou r  a im  to  d i s t r rbu te  t . h i  s  pos te r  on  a  }a rge  sca le  l n  ou r  i J l  ng : s

en i  A i r - l i t : ; f f s ,  so  t ha t  eve r lTbody  who  has  someLh ing  to  c j . o  w i t h  t he  p rob len

o f  b i r d s t r i k e  p r e v e n t j - o n  i s  i n f o r n e d .

I t  i c  o u r  h o p e  t h a t n  a f t e r  s o n e  t i m e l  t h e e ,  o & e c r ' o i f i * s  r - ' i ' i : i r r l l i : . r t ' l l b e

eas  i - l ; v  i  c l en t i  f  i ed  and  tha t  t h i s  w i l  I  be  a  con t r i  bu t i on  i . n  t he  s t ruge le

a s a i n - s t  b i r d s t r i k e s .

Gu ido  Roos , :1e r - ' r
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