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WORKING PAPER ON THE OPERATIONAL USE OF BIRD STRIKE INFORMATION
FROM A PILOT'S VIEW

It may come as a surprise to some that in fifteen years of active
civilian flying in Eurcpe I never came across a so-called "birdtam”,
Meedless to say that after attending this meeting I will certainly

be on the lookout for my first birdtam, However, after reading WP 34
and especially the Appendix, I wonder if I will be able to recognize

it as such.

As you know, we civilian pilots, have to constantly interpret and
digest a mass of information which is necessary to prepare and execute
a flight. This material is mostly in connection with meteorological
and technical factors which can directly affect the safe conduct of
the flight. The gquick assimilation of this information is only pogssi-
ble through the extensive use of abbreviaticons in such publications as
MOTAM's - SNOWTAM's and SIGMET's, all of which have to he analysed
before flight. 7To all this we are now adding a BIRDTAM, the necessity
of which is of course recognized by the pilots. However we find it
imperative that the presentation of the BIRDTAM bhe short, concise,

standardized and, above all, in clear language.

The first part of this paper dealt with the pre-flight stage; now we
will leok at the aspect of bird avoidance with respect to the flight
itself. We consider the take-off and inltial climb up to 1500 feet
to be the most critical phase with regards to bird strike. This is
in fact the phase of flight where a bird collisian could lead to the
most seveare conseguences. [uring this stage there is practically no

possibility for avoiding action except during taxi and up to\/1.

The next mast critical phase is considered toc be the approach, a part
of the flight where the pilot is committed to accurate and restrictive
procedures. This leaves him with very little room for variation in
cpeed, configuration and bird collision avoidance. The earlier a

pilot is warned during his approach of bird hazards, the better he
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Discussion on WP 38

Richards: I suppose that your results are valid mainly for the
engines?

Sanchas: We have not had time to make a study of that.

Thorpe: It will be necessary to concentrate even more on bird
scaring equipment.

sanches: All those actions should already be done e.g. removals
of garbage dumps from the vicinity of airports.



