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Pirst ciperiences with scagull models at zurich firport

The airport of Zurich is situated in a plain between K]otev
Rumlang and Biilach. To the sculh, i a distance of about 11 km,
thore is the Jower part of the lake of vuricli., To the noritnve at
in a distance of about 7 lun, there is the reed of HNeecra ielt. Thcsc
two areas which are offcving ideal living conditions for different
rind of birds are about 16 km cport - the direct line betweon too
two sites is touching the adr

Today's airport territory was previously o ouamp ared

ana a4 H
san on artillery shooting ceorcise fleld. Large aread of the lnnd
ore  amnliovatod for the comstruchion of Lho alrport. Some areial

falling under Lo pavionudl Srust properyy vere left in tholy ratucal
condition.

Zurien Airport covers an area of 720 ha. In this szonc the following
Kind of hirds which arce rare and thereflore provected in Switn
land find ideal iiving corditions:

e

kjtes
falecons.

According Lo our experieunce these birds havoe not presented a poten-
tial hazardi to alr traffic so far. However, guring many ycars ve
have becr experieoncing bLird strike probleus with scapgulls, peewits,
starlings and pigeons. Seriocusness and freﬂuevvy of *He hird strikes
are in the order mentioned. Therelore, our main efforis were concens
trated on the problems concerning SQagujls.

The assenbling of seagulls at surich Airport resulils out of the habiti
of these birids tc fly to and from their slecping area, the lake of
Zurich, end the swamp area of Necrach, where they {ind ideal Teeding
conditions. On these daily flights and espzeially from the cnd of
autwnn until the beginning of spring they stop over at the airport
area for Teeding and, we assume, to rest on the warm ground.

This assumption is bascd on many years of observation during which

we could notice that the seagulls are using runways anc tayistrlps

as resting areas. ”hic habit inevitably leads to collision dangoer
with aireralt landing and taking off,
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As a first counter-~measure carbide guns ang PIstols wepe fired to
frighten the tirds. The result was that the birgs Z0t uses to the
shooting after a shoprt tinie ang tven sat on the guns in Operation,
After this, various other meang were gpplied:

- C¢ries of distress or Seagulls frompy tape recorder over loudspeayer
- high—frequency Sounds, raised in intensity which were believeq
to be unbearable rop lhe bird's egpg.

The resulis werde disappointing - after 3 Comparatively short tine
the seagullg also zot used to these measures.

Shooting of the birds ang removal of the carcasses shoveg no better
results. Afterp flying a wide circle the Seagulls settleqg again orn
the same drea.,

Following this we wepe CATrYing out small experiments by shooting ’
the birds ang leaving the Carcasses on the ground. The resylts wWare
good. The biprgs avolided the areas where the carcasses were lying.
Unfortunately Che carcasses were 50on removed by birds of Prey ang
foxes, This Ciperience let Lo the idea to Produce and to use wooden
nodels ¢or scagulls. Immedjately after shooting Stagulls we toox pic-
Eures served our Deople in the wWorlkshop to nanufactyre the moderls,
Seen from the air the human eye cannct differenciato between & deaq
Seagull and g dummy .

Flocks or Seagulls in ¢ritical zones are being fired at by the game-
keeper, Afterwards, about 20 dummies are distrivbuteg over 1 to 3 ha.
After (his action the birds which vere first frightened by the shoo-
ting move avay to another gite,

ATter 3 to days the dummies gre picked up again. Thig Procedure

is being repcated whenever necessary , ’

Since 3 yeaps this systenm jig being Systematically applied at Zurich
Alrport and has broven to be quite sSuccessful. The Cost of material
i1s very Jow. The disadvantages Oof the systen are

- it is rather time consuming

- it requires quite some manpower

= it canmnot be appliegd on active runways and taxiwvays. However,
when applieg ON the shoulders of the strips the system shows
sufficient effect fop the OPerational areg of the airport.
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